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SERMON 


ON 


P 5s arm cxxtv. 


It it had not been the Lord who was on our 
fide, now may lirael ſay, &c. to the end. 


dD& O notice1s given what was the 
$ particular occaſion of the 
9 penning of this Pſalm; but 
we fee 1n general it was ſome 
eminent deliverance ; which 

Q the Plalmiſt commemorates, 
acknowledging God to be the Author of ir, and 
exciting 1/rael to bleſs his holy name for it. The 
whole 1s ſurable to our preſent buſineſs of cele- 
brating our deliverance from Popith Conſpi- 
racy, The which I wiſh we may do with the 
devotion and hearty affeCtion of this holy rzan, 
for this will be acceptable to God, who de- 
lights to hear his People ſpeaking of his mer- 
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cies, and ſhewing forth his power and wonder- 
ful acts, and finging of his righteouſneſs cor. 
dially and reverently. And it will be obligato. 
ry to him to follow us ſtill with his goodneſs, 
and to heap more benefits upon us : and plea- 
ſant will it be to our Souls, when in a ſenfible 
manner we remember how. the God of Hea- 
ven owned and fayoured us, and mightily 
wrought for our deliverance. And finally it 
will be profitable ro us, our hearts upon the 
due con{ideration of his love and bounty, and 

ower and maryelous doing, being cxcited 
boch to ſerve and truft in him the more at al! 
times, and'to the end. 

In the P/alm there are theſe things to be ob- 
ſerved, every one ſutable to our preſent Solem. 
nity, which therefore I ſhall accordingly ap- 
ply : Viz; 

I. A Danger. 

IL. A Deliverance. 

II. A Thanksgiving. 

IV. A Confidence in God. 

I. The Danger. It is variouſly expreſled, and 
with great emphaſis :' Firſt, it is ſaid, Men roſe up 
againſt us. Which I judge rather means an open 
inſurrection, than a ſecret combination : and 
herein-indeed there is ſome difererice betwixt 
Iſraels 
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Jſraels caſe and ours. But yet ourdanger was 
not the lels for this, but rather the greater. For 
open enemies we may either hide our ſelves 
from, or elſe make preparation againlt : 
whereas there is no defence, neither eſcape 
(unleſs heaven aſſiſt) when men work under 
Ground, and lay in Barrels of Powder, which 
kindles in a moment, and as luddenly deſtroys. 
And there is ſomething in the P/alm futable to 
this. Ir is this expreſſion (which again ſhews 
the Danger: ) If the Lord had not been on our 
ſide, they had ſwallowed us up quick. Like as when 
the Earth opened and ſwallowed up Korah 
and his Company : or like as when Fire fell 
down from Heaven ſuddenly upon Sodom, and 
conſumed the Inhabitants : or like as when an 
hungry Lion tears his prey, or rather when a 
Whale (wallows a Man alive : or like as when 
2 Deluge overflows, or a violent Torrent 
ſnatches us away, or the raging Waves of the 
Sea involve us. And fois it ſaid, Then the wa- 
ters had overwhelmed us, the ſtream had gone over 
our Soul : then the proud waves had gone over our 
Soul. Andno more mercy in our Adverſaries 
than in thoſe Creatures, either the Lion or the 
Whale, or Fire, or Water, or the Earth when it 
cleaves aſunder and finks under our Feet : and 
B 2 | 
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I may add, no more mercy than in the Devil. 
For his Children they were, acted by his Spirit, 
and his work they undertook, which is to de- 
ſtroy : we have had experience of their bloody 
hands and cruel nature; ® who have {lain thou. 
ſands of thoſe they call Hereticks, and have 
racked and tortured and mangled their bodies, 
burned them alive at the ſtake, bored out their 
eyes, ripped up their bellies, held their hands 
in the flames of candles and their feet in boyl- 
ing oil, and in ſuch cruel manner have tor- 
mented and killed, as only infernal turies could 
invent :. and there is ſomething in the P/ahu 
that ſignifies this ( which we are further to take 
notice of, as that which expreſles the Danger : ) 
for it is ſaid, Their wrath were kindled againſt us. 
And truly not a little did our Enemies rage, 
but even like the fre of a furnace, or like the 
fire of hell it ſelf: and they rage lo ſtill, for 
they have been long vexed. that they have loſt 
their precious things, and are ſpoiled of their 
glory ; that their wealth is departed from them, 
and maſſes and indulgences, and their trum- 
pery of beads and girdles, candles and oil, and 
{uch like ſtuff is undervalued and will not (cll 
at. the. old rate : and that which hath vexed 
them as much as any thing, is that light is bro- 


ken 
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ken forth which reproves their deeds of dark- 
nels and diſcovers their ſhame and nakedneſs, 
and that holineſs is advanced, which troubles 
their ſore and evil eyes. For Cain hated his 


Brother for no other reaſon but becauſe * his * : 7b. iii.12, 


own works were evil and his Brothers righteous. 
And the wicked ever {ince the beginning ofthe 
world have perſecuted the juſt out of meer en- 
mity of nature. And then as our Romiſh Ad- 
verlaries have been long vexed, ſo have they as 
long hoped for a day of vengeance wherein 
they might ſatiate their fury. And no queſtion 
it would be like hungry dogs, or like lionsthar 
have been long tied up without meat, by de- 
vouring ; as they have often made it manifeſt 
enough by ſhewing their teeth and barking, by 
houling and roaring, by their helliſh conſpira. 
cies and bloody attempts. And remember we 
again ( as it is here ſaid ) that if the Lord had not 
been on our fide, we had been ſwallowed up. As we 
were near periſhing, ſo we had periſhed, if he 
the Almighty and Gracious God had. not 
ſtretched out his hand and ſaved : For as for 
us we knew not the matter, till he by his Pro- 
vidence diſcoveredit; and therefore could do 
nothing for our delivery. There is yer ſome- 
thing more in the P/alm which expreſſes the 

B. 3 Danger, 
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Danzer , and that is the laying, Our Soul is eſca. 
ped as a bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers. 

And as Iſrael was like a bird in the ſnare, fo 
were we : the net was caſt about us, and there 
wanted only the drawing of it (which a ſmall 
force could do) and the towlers were haſtning 
to the ſlaughter : the train was laid and inſtru- 
ments of death prepared, and there remained 
nothing bur putting the lighted match to the 
powder : fo near were we unto death. And 
the expreſſion, Our Soul is eſcaped, invites me to 
obſerve that our Souls as well as our Bodies 
were in this eminent danger. For their defign 
was to introduce their abominable doctrines 
and idolatrous worſhip, which are as danger. 
ous as poiſon it ſelf, and of a worſe conſe- 

uence than their fhre and fagots; tending to 
kill eternally, the Soul in the other world, as 
their cruel hands kill the bedy in this : and let 
metell yon, when Government is altered, and 
a falſe Worſhip commanded and eſtabliſhed, 
and upheld by ſupream Authority ; then alas 
poor Souls are eaſily ſeduced, and ſome 
through fear, ſome through flattery, ſome tor 
worldly gain, ſome by example, and ſome 
through cuſtom and cducation fall away, and 
multitudes by one means or other turn about 
preſently, 
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preſently, though to their own deſtruction. 
And therefore let me inſert here my earneſt re- 
queſt and exhorration in the Lord, that all 
Proceſtants pray for our Proteſtant Governors 
and Government. 

Now contidering all this, the ſecrecy of the 
Plot, and the rage and malice, and power and 
bloodinels of our enennies, and their abomina- 
ble do&trins and worſhip, and the near ap- 
proach of the execution of their intended villa. 
ny, we cannot but be ſenſible that our Danger 
was exceeding great. 

Reflecting upon what hath been ſaid, I can- 
not but demand your judgment in one particu- 
lar before I proceed , and that is this, whether 
theſe men that are lo converſant in plots and 
conſpiracies; that plot and conſpire the death 
and ruin of others; that plot and conlpire a- 
gainſt cheir Prince, and the ſupream Council of 
the land , that plot and conlpire after ſuch a 
bloody and deviliſh manner ; that kill and de- 
ſtroy, and exerciſe ſuch barbarous and inhuman 
cruelties; and all this againſt peaceable and 
_ people, and luch as are more ſound in the 

ith, and more holy in their lives than them- 
ſelves : whether I lay theſe men have the ſpi- 
rit of God and the power of holineſs in their 
hearts ? 
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* RevKl. 15) 
16,17, & 17.6 


+ 1 Theſ, 1v.11, 
Rom, X11. 18, 


* Fph. iv. 3. 


+ Luke 18. 53, 
$4, 55, 56, 


hearts? whether they are Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Prieſts of God, Prieſts of Righteouſnels 2 
whether their Head and Father the Pope that 
abers them in theſe praftices and ſtirs them up 
to them, be the Succeſſor of Saint Peter ? whe. 
ther Chriſt's Holy Vicar 2 It ſeemsto me, and 
it is altogether true without contradiction, that 
they are like the Beaſt in the Apocalyps that kill 
thole that will not receive his mark in their fore- 
heads, nor worſhip his Image : And that they are 
like that Babylon (if not the very lame) the great 
Whore, whom St. John (ceing things to follow 
afterward in the Church, ſaw drunken with the 
blood of the Saints, and with the blood of the Martyrs 
of Jelus.  Forl ſec them not ſo cruel to any as 
to Saints, as to thoſe that fear God and worſhip 
him purely according to his plain truth, as its 
recorded in the Scriptures. I demand again, 
whether theſe men ( like good Chriſtians ) do 
according to St. Paul's admonirion, Þ Study to be 
quiet, and as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all. And whether they obſerve his other like in- 
junction, ® Endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spt- 
rit in the Bond of Peace. And whether they are 
like our Saviour that came not to deſtroy mens 
lives, but to ſave them : and that Þ rebuked his Dif. 
ciples for deſiring him that they might Com- 
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mand fire to come down from Heaven and conſume the 

Samaritans, becauſe they did not receive him. And 

ina word, whether bloody Jeſuits and merciful 
eſus are alike. 

[[. The Deliverance, which we have ſet down 
in theſe words, Our Soul is eſcaped 4s a bird out 
of the ſnare of the fowlers : the ſnare is broken, and 
we are eſcaped. Alals the ſtrength of a bird is 
as nothing to the breaking of the fowlers net ; 
ſo that it ſhe ger out thence and fly away, it is 
a ſtrange accident : And no more was our 
ſtrength to the extricating of our ſelves out of 
thenet and gin and trap, all the (ubtil devices 
and complicated intanglements and killing in- 
ſtruments of our enemies. That we eſcaped 
then was a wonder, and that the ſnare was 
broken whereby we did eſcape, was the work 
of Gods own hand : and is it not his doing, 
when (according as it 1s ſaid again) proud waves 
did not ſwallow us up; when waters and a 
ſtream coming upon us, did not overwhelm 
and drown us : when kindled wrath did not con- 
ſumeus: And in theſe words allo we are ſhewed 
our Deliverance and whence it was, The Lord did 
not give us 45a prey to their teeth. For he could 
have delivered us up into their hands, and he 
mizht have done ſo with juſtice enough, _— 
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of our ſins : and therefore as it was his Power, 
ſo it was his Goodneſs that ſaved us. And leeing 
that the combination was ſecret and the plor 
carried on with all ſubrilty, we dilcern again 
that it was his Eye ( to which nothing is hid ) 
that diſcovered it. And add we, that the De- 
liverauce was from death and murther, from 
war and confuſion, from Popery, which is ſtuf- 
fed with all that is naught, with pride and ava- 
rice and luxury, with lies and feigned miracles, 
wich wicked craft and creachery and diffimu- 
lation, with rebellion and horrid cruelty, with 
fuperſticions innumerable, and abominable 
Idolatry. And that the deliverance was of 
King and Parliament and a whole Rea(m, and of 
thoſe that delerved no ſuch thing at their hands 
as they. intended. And hnally that ic was the 
deliverance of Gods own people, that have aban- 
doned the corruption of his Religion, and that 
have embraced the truth. as it was delivered to 
the World by his Servants the Prophets and A- 
poltles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that defire 
ro live in his fear, and co lerve him acceprably 
with pure worſhip according to his o:yn will, 
aot: mans, that their Souls may be layed. 
Conſidering all this, 1 ſay, the deliverance was 
wonderful, and a good work, and from God it 
came, 
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came. Sothat upon the whole we may juſtly 
Tay with the P/almiſt, If it had not been the Lord 
bo was on Our ſide, when men roſe up againſt "TS if 
it had not been the Lord who was on our fide, they had 
ſwallowed us up quick. Our help was in the Name of the 
Loyd, who made Heaven and Earth. And therefore 
uned him is due Praiſe and Bleſſing, and Glory 
and Thanksgiving: which is our next particular. 
Burt before I enter upon it, let me pur in here 
one thing which is worthy ofthe Obſervation 
boch of us and our adverlaries : and that is, 
that as God hath delivered us, lo he will deliver 
us (till, it we (till hold his Truth without cor- 
ruption, and Keep our (e]ves in innocence , re- 
nounce error and falſe worſhip, and live fober- 
ly, righteoully,and godly. For he will maintain 
his own Doctrine, and defend chem that pro- 
feſs it, and that withal fear his Name, and he 
will puniſh his Enemies, and bring to nought 
their devices,and difſolve the attemprs of decei- 
vers and bloody-minded men.He is the Tower 
and [trong Caftle, and the Rock and Mount of 
ſſrael : he 1s their ſhield and defence. We have 
[een by long experience that God hath defended 
his Saints and true worſhippers, every Age 
from the beginning of che world affording nu- 
merous inſtances hereof, And not only fo, 
C 2 but 
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but we have his promiſe written down, and an 
hundred times repeated in his Book, that he 
will defend them. Read a little : Prov. xi. 3. 
The integrity of the upright ſhall guide them : but the 
perverſeneſs of tranſgreſſors ſhall deſtroy them, V. 6. 
The righteouſneſs of the upright [hall deliver them : 
but tranſgreſſors ſhall be taken in their own naught: 
neſs. V. 26, 21. They that are of a froward heart, 
are an abomination to the Lord : but ſuch as areup- 
right in their way, are his delight. Though hand 
Join in band, the wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed : but 
the ſeed of the righteous ſhall be delivered. Aud 
Chap.. xii. 3. A man ſhall not be eſtabliſhed by 
wickedneſs : but the root of the righteows ſhall not be 
moved. V. 7. The wicked are overthrown and are 
not ; but the houſe of the righteous ſhall ſtand. V. 13, 
The wicked is ſnared by the tranſgreſſion of his lips: 
but the juſt ſhall come out of trouble. And leeing 
that this is ſo, it is without cauſe that we fear 
what cvil mencan do, whilſt we do not make 
our. {elves like unto them, turning aſide from 
God into crooked paths, and provoking him by 
the like offences againlt our ſelves : and it 15 
alſo but a vain thing, mecr folly and madneſs, 
fox our adverſaries to attempt any thing againſt 
us, and to think to eſtabliſh themielves by 
wicked enterpriſes, though carried on with 
the 
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the greateſt ſubrilty and adjutant power. For 
do they think to kiil, and fo to flouriſh? to 

rebel againſt the Lords Anointed, and the 

Higher Powers which he hath ordained, and 

ſo to proſper ? to drinkthe blood of Saints, and 

ſoto grow fat? Blood hath a cry, and a loud 

cry, and it will be heard : and right dear to 

God is the blood of his Saints. And Jezebel, 

(ſuch an one that had little ſenſe of holy things, 

and indeed litrle knowledge of Gods ways and 

works ) could ask the queſtion, ® Had Zimri * 2 Wing. is. 
peace who ſlew his Majter ? As having obſerved om 

this, that ſuch (layers are flain themſelves, are 

purſued with troubles, and commonly come 

toa fearful end : as there are many inſtances 

of this nature recorded in the Hiſtory of the 

Judges and Kings of Iſrael and Judah, And this 

woman might have reilected upon her own 

ation, and have ſaid to her lelf in like manner, 

Shall Jezebel have peace who flew Naborh 2 And 

the ſame indeed was verifhed in her: f for as t Yo. 32. &e, 
loon almoſt as ſhe had ſpoken the word, ſhe 

was caſt our of the window of her Chamber, 
and daſhed upon the ground and trodden to 
pieces by Jeku's horſes. Wherefore the only 
way for our Adverſaries to proſper is to kee 
themſelves in the ways of Righteouſneſs: and 
C 3 let 
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let them do lo as much as they pleale, and 
effect againft us what they can : for we know 
that then they will nor havethe heart to hurt 
us, and not only will forbear to lay axes and 
fagots, and ſuch rormenting things upon us, but 
will not ſo much as prels us with an heayy 
hand. Burtas for Iniquity, they will never eſta- 
bliſh chemſelves by that ; and their unrighte- 
ous machinations and actions are bur like 
making ropes of ſand ro pull down a Tower, 
and like the Thict's twiſting of Cords to hang 
himſelf. For David hath told us from his ex- 
+ pſal. ix. 16, perience and obſervation, that * the wicked are 
ſnaredin the works of their own hands. And not 
only fo, but he hath delivered it unto us from 
the mouth of the Lord as an eſtabliſhed truth, that 
+ ral. vi.16, lo 1t ſhall be ; that T their miſchief ſhall return 
te 1» upon their own heads, and their violent dealing ſhall 
come down upon their own pates ; and that their ſwords 
which they have drawn out to ſlay the upright, ſhall 
enter into their own hearts ; and their bows which the) 
have bent againſt the pooy, ſhall be broken. Only in 
this one thing may our adverſaries be feared, 
namely in their enticing of us £9 ſin ; as Balaam 
raught Balak to draw 1/rae! to fornication and 
Idolatry, for which caule ( they yielding there- 
unto ) the wrath of God fell upon them, and 


they 
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they were deſtroyed by a Plague. * And there- , ,, 


VU, Ut. 14» 


fare in this matter let us take good heed to our Nut KV, 1. 
ſelves : for their temptation, and this kind of Nwn.xxxi.15, 


ſmooth and ſoft dealing is more to be feared 
than their plors and menaces, and murthering 
nſtrumears : cheir Fornication and Iolatry, if 
we hearken to their charms, and betake our 
ſelves to thele abominations, will do us more 
jury than their gun- powder and knives, and 
bills and fwords. Bur yet though by this means 
they may bring down judgments from Heaven 
upon us, yet [hall they nor hereby eſtabliſh 
the: micly es, bur ſhall be paneſed with us for the 
lame wicke hueſs and for their Temptation. And 
ſo it fell out both ro the Midianttes thar tempted 
and defiled Iſrael, and ro Balaam that gave the 
_ For God laid thus, Yex the Midianites 
and [mite them : for they vex you with their wiles, 
wherewith they have beguiled you im the matter of 
Peor. Num. xxV. 17. 8. And fo it was done, 
as we read Chap xxxi. 7, &c. They warred a- 
gamſt the Midianites, as the Lord commanded Mo- 
les: and they flew all the males , and they ſlew the 
Aings of Midian; Balaam alſo'the jon of Beor 
they flew with the fword. And the Children of Iſrael 
took all the women of Midian Captives, and their 
little ones. And Moles ſaid unto them, have ye ſaved 
all 
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all the women alive * Behold, theſe cauſed the Chil. 
dren of l{rael through the counſel of Balaam to com. 
mit treſpaſs againſt the Lord in the matter of Peor, 
and there was a (Plague among the Congregation of 
the Lord. Now therefore kill every male among the 
little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man 
by lying with him. So that by no wicked way, 
neither by temptation, nor by conſpiracy, can our 
adverſaries proſper. Flouriſh they may for a 
time; but then they ſhall wither as the graſs: 
and lay their hands and rods upon our backs 
they may ; but they thall not alwaies abide 
there, for the Lord will deliver his people our 
of the hand of the oppreſlor and the unrighte- 
ous man. And fo {peaks David, with whoſe 
eminent and comfortable words I conclude 
this matter : Pſalm xxxvii. 24. to the end, The 
good man though be fall, ſhall not utterly be caſt down: 
for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. The Lord 
loveth judgment, and forſaketh not his Saints , they 
are preſerved for ever : but the ſecd of the wicked ſhall 
be cut off. The wicked watcheth the righteous, and 
ſeeketh to ſlay him. The Lord will not leave him in 
his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. T have 


ſeen the wicked in great power, and ſpreading him- 
ſelf, &c. 


III. The 
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II. The Thanksgiving. We have it in theſe 
words, Bleſſed be the Lord, who bath not given us 
45 a prey to their teeth. And conſidering that if 
we had fallen into the power of Romaniſts, they 
would have uled us as hungry and ravenous 
beaſts do their prey, tearing 1t 1n pieces and de- 
vouring, we muſt acknowledge that the bleſ. 
ling which we render unto the Lord for our de- 
liverance, muſt not be a faint breath, bur all 
the affetions of our Souls, the moſt hearty 

raiſe. And whar 1s due to him that hath laved 
us from the fowler, from the lions teeth, from the 
ſtream and proud waves, from the wrath of enemies, 
and that wrath kindled of hell and boiling- 
hot? for truly we cannot reaſonably believe 
that the wrath of any enemies 1s hotter than that 
of ours, Papiſts, who have all along exerciſed 
the ſharpelt ſeverities. Now a man looking 
back upon the dangers which he hath elcaped, 

and remembring how he walked over a dee 
well ſlenderly covered, and did not tall into 
it; and how he palled through a company of 
wolves and bears and lions, and was not de- 
voured : Oh how will he rejoyce, how will he 
thank the Lord, and what a lively lenle of che 
mercy will he carry in his heart all the days of 
lus life? And may the remembrance of this 
D mercy 


17 


—— I I — —_—_—_— _——  - — 


A Sermon an 


mercy which this day we recetved from the 
Lord, never be defaced ſo long as time ſhall 
endure, nor the quick ſenſe of it abate, neither 
in us, nor in our Children after us, till we ſhall 
be free from the cruelties and malice and con- 
ſpiracies of Popiſh Enemies. Which will be 
when they ſhall be converted from cheir Er. 
rors, and changed from their ſavage nature, 
and the myſtical Babylon {hall be deſtroyed, 
or when we ſhall be removed from Earth to 
Heaven. If we owe God prailes for our life, 
health, and food, for preſervation in time of 
war, famine, and peſtilence, for recovery out 
of deſperate ſicknels ; what greater prailes do 
weowe him for the enjoyment of our Proteſtant 
Religion, and for our deliverance trom (laugh 
ter, from confuſion, from ſtrange tortures, trom 
cruel deaths, from Popery, which is a mals of 
evils? for I pur you in remembrance again, 
that not only evil to our Bodies was deligned, 
but a worſe miſchief to our Souls. Blelled be 
God then, that our Religion, which is (piricual, 
{ubſtancial and lively, 1s not turned into idle 
and dead Ceremony, ſhews and gazings, crolles, 
beads and reliques : that the Holy Scriptures are 
not kept from our people,and that we have not 
Prajers in a language which they underſtand net, 
whereby 
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whereby the affection ( which alone makes the 
ſervice acceptable ro God) is quite deadned and 
killed : thar we are not caught to pray to A1- 
gels and dead Saints, and to ask of them prote#ti- 


on, 2race, pardon ; laying, * 0 
Bleſſed Peter, to whom POWEer is 
given to open and ſhut Heaven 
looſe by thy word the bonds of our 
ſuns. T 0 ye Apoſtles, who ſhut 
and open Heaven, heal our ſick 
minds, increaſe our vertues. *0 
Mother of God,eſtabliſh us m peace, 
looſe the bonds of the guilty, bring 
light to the blind, drive away our 


* Rom. Breviar. feſt. Jan. Beate Paſtor 
Petre, clemens acripe voces p'ecantun, ris 
minumqae vincula verbo : elolue, cut potes 
ſtas tradita aperive terris Calum, apertiun 
claudere. 

+ Ib. Commun. \\ poſt. 4potoloriur 
gloriam tells &* aſtra continint, Vos 
ſeculmrum Fudices qui temp! call clin tis 
tis ſuinate mentes lanigutd.rs : augete nos 
VNtu 1014S 

+ Ib. Oific. Mar. Dei mater a/ma, ſuns 
da nos in pace. Solve wincla riis, profer 
lumen cects, mala noira pelle, bona cunta 
poſce. Nos culpis ſolutes, mites fac & caſtose 
Vitun pre'ta puram, zter para titum, ut 
videntes Feſumn femper calletemur. 


evils, procure for us all good things. Make us free 
from ſins, and mild and chaſt. And bleſlced be 


God that we do not creep and kneel to an Image 


and lay, * Tree on which Chriſt 
dd bang. O Croſs, T hail | or, 
peace, or happinels to thee |] 
our only hope, mcreaſe the riobte- 
ouſneſs of the righteous, blot out 
| Or, aboliſh ] the ſins of the ouil- 
ty. 0 Croſs which alone waſtworthy 


* ſh, Feſt, Majj. Arbor, 0r714*a Regis 
poypera, elefta digns ſtipite tam ſanta 
membva tangere 7 Cius DYachels Pretaium pre 
pendit ſeculi, O Crux act ſpes unica, pits 
adage gvatiam, vealq;, deie cremina. O 
CYux, 4'i& ſola frilts digna portare talene 
tum miunds, dulce lignin, aulces clavors 
dnlciz ferens pondera © ſilva prefentem C1. 
tervam in tuis bodie laudibus congreg. 
fam. 

T Ave. % age Luk 1. 28. 


to bear the talent | or, price | of the wozld : ſweet 
wood, bearing the ſwert nails, the ſweet weinhts : ſave 
the preſent company gathered this day togethzr to praiſe 
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thee. And bleſled be God that we are not 
raught nor incouraged, nor tempted to rel 
upon the penances and ſatisfattons, maſſes and 
ſacrifices, abſolutions, pardons and indulgences of 
others, as it they could hereby prevent our falling 
into Hell-torment, and being tallen intro Purga. 
tory-torment, could deliver us out of it. And 
bleſſed be God that we call not Sacramenta] 
Bread and Wine, our Lord and Saviour, falling 
down and adoring them with divine worſhip. 
And bleſſed be God that we lee nor his faithful 
ſervants impriſoned and tortured, and burned 
for refuſing to ſubmir rotiele abominarions. 
All which evils we might have (cen, if our Ad- 
verſaries had prevailed : Blc{led be God for 
our King and Parliament, our whollom Laws, 
our peace and ſafety, and our lives. Bleſſed be 
God for our miniſters, and for ſound doctrin, 
and the pure truth of the Goſpel. Bleſled be 
God for the ſalvarion of our Souls : all which 
we might have loſt, tome of which we ſhould 
certainly have loſt, it Romes delign now and at 
many other times had fucceeded. Bleſled be 
God from our whole heart for his manifold 
mercy to us both now and evermore, 
IV. The Confidence in God, which theſe words 
delcribe, Our help in the name of the Lord, who made 
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Heaven and Earth. "That is, our help was, 1s, 
and ſhall be in the Lord of Heaven : They had 
found that God had ſaved them, and they were 
relolved to truſt in him ever after. And well 
may we do {o, who have had the ſame help 
and favour from him in like eminencdanger : 
and as his goodneſs invites us to trult in him, ſo 
doth his power, he being the Almighty and only 
Supreme that made Heaven and Earth, and there- 
fore can do what he plealcth, diflolve the for- 
ces of the mighty and blow away the devices 
of che cunning, ferter all the Devils of Hell char 
riſe up againlt us, and by his Command turn 
them back in their turious rage. And weare 
again to remember his Eye that ſeeth in the 
dark and ſecret places where wicked men plot 
milchiet : and his Providence that is over all 
his works even to a ſmall Sparrow : and his 
Promiſe, that he will defend his people, and op- 
pole his enemies. And now as we truſt in him, 
there remains nothing elſe for us to do, but to 
keep his Laws diligently and to walk before him 
with an upright heart : for then ſhall we ſurely 
had his help. They work wickednels; and 
can they cruit in him ? Itthey do, it will be in 
yain : the impudence indeed they have as to 
look up to Heaven when they arc as deep as 


Hell 
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Hell in their wicked conſultations, and to ſay 
maſles and make prayers to the God of righte- 
ouſnels for the cutting of innocent mens throats, 
and for the accompliſhing of ſuch unrighteoul. 
nels as the Devil only puts into the hearts of his 
ſlaves, and - which only he and his children 
would rejoyce to lee accompliſhed. But do 
they indeed truſt in God ? Ir is rather in the 
Devil, io their invented viſions and feigned 
miracles, in their plots and perverle deeds, in 
their difimulation and treachery, in their re- 
bellion and murthers: for I ſee that to thele 
they berake themſelves continually, as thoſe 
that have no hope otherwiſe ro prevail. And 
no wonder, for a falſe Religion mult have in- 
dijre& means to help it up, and a bloody Faith 
will make bloody work ; they deviſe a cunning 
device, and gather together the powers of the 
Earth; and now ſay they we ſhall prevail ; we 
will fall upon them before they be aware and 
will deſtroy, we will terrihe with torments, 
and we will take away their chiet men by 
death, and as for the re't they will not dare to 
ſpeak. But, alas, all chis is as weak as a feather, 
and as vain as that which is moſt ſo, becaule he 
is againſt them that made Heaven and Earth, 
«For the Lord hateth the workers of iniquity 
cc (as 
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« (as the P/almift ſpeaks) and abharreth bloody 
« and deceitful men. He loveth the faichful, 
«and plentitully rewardeth proud doers. "The 
« righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and his 
« countenance doth behold the upright. He 
« will be a refuge for the oppreſled, a refuge in 
«time of crouble. And they that know his 
«name Will truſt in him , for he hath not for- 
«ſaken them that ſeek him. For who is God 
« ſave the Lord 2 or who is a rock {ave our 
«God? Ariſe, O Lord, and letnor man pre- 
« yail ; let the heatheniſh people be judged in 
« thy fight. Put them in tear, O Lord, thar 
«they may know themſelves to be but men. 
« Deſtroy thou them, O God , let them fall by 
«their own counſels : caſt them out in the 
«© multitude of their tranſgreſſions, for they have 
«rebelled againſt thee, Bur ler all thoſe that 
* put their truſt in thee rcjoyce, let them ever 
« thout for joy becauſe thoudefendeſt them : 
«let them that love thy Name be joyful in 
©chee. For thou Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, 
« with favor wilt thou compals them as with 
«1 {hield. Amen. 

Bur let me add a few words more becauſe of 
the new attempts of our Adyerſaries, who like 
their Fathers have again conſulted with the 
Devil 
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Devil and the grand wickedneſs of their hearts, 
to kill our King, ſubvert our Government, and change 
our Religion. But remember, Dear Brethren, 
that men cannot curle thoſe whom God will 
bleſs, excepr it be wich their tongues, which1s 
only a brutum fulmen, a Popes Bull, a clap of 
Thuader without the bolt. And bo ye lure 
that thoſe God will bleſs that love and ſerve 
him, keeping themſelves from fin and follow- 
ing peace and holineſs with a pure heart : as 
Balaam (afcer he had attempted leveraltimes to 
move God againſt 1/rae/ , for this end building 
ſeven Altars and offering o upon every one a bullock 
and a ram, and repeating this again and again ) 
confeſled ſaying, KF Go hath bleſſed, and 1 cannot 
reverſe it. He hath not beheld miquity in Jacob, 
neither bath be ſeen perverſeneſs m Itrael. The Loyd 
his God #s with him, and the ſhout of a King is amony 
them. Surely there 1s no enchantment axainſt Jacob, 
neither us there any divination againſt lirael. And 
if the caſe beſo, that God ſees nor iniquity a- 
mong us (not ſuch as that he will curſe us for it, 
perverſeneſs, and rebellron ) then may we boldly 
ſay, Lerthe ſons of Belial conſpire and contrive 
what they can : let the covetous Prieſts build 
ſeven. Alrars and add ſeven more to them, and 
ler chem offer upon every one leventy timcs 
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ſeven bullocks and as many rams, Maſſes, Re- 
liques, Candles, Hoſts, and what they pleale : let 
them lay their crafty heads together, and call 
up all the Devils of Hell to their conſultation : 
Jet them prepare all ſorts of deadly inſtruments, 
and fortity themſelves according to their cun- 
ning, and gather togerher the Kingsof the Earth 
againſt us : Tuſh, it is in vain, and the evil 
which they deviſe they are nor able to bring 
to pals: * Fe that ſitteth in the Heavens will + 
laugh ; the Lord ſhall have themmn deriſion : be ſhall 
ſpeak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his ſore 
diſpleaſure. We tear, I ſee, deceitful workers, un- 
godly plotters, ſerpentine Jeſuits, bloody Pa- 
pilts; and ſo we do Witches, Sorcerers' and 
Conjurers. But much rather may we fear our 
wickedneſles, than all the generation of this 
black rabble in Earth and Hell. And asthe 
prelence of ſome of theſe malicious and miſ- 
chicyous creatures ſtrikes ſome into trembling}; 
lo would to God we were all as much atraid of 
lin, and did not take this more dangerous ene- 
my (o near unto us and love its Company ſo 
dearly as to invite it to our houle and pur it into 
our boſom and let it lodge with us from day to 
day all the year about. 
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But Sirs, what can you do ? you chat put the 
Nation into fear wich your evil machinations, 
you Sons of Rome You can (mite, you'l (ay, 
you can torment, you can burn, kill and de. 
{troy us. Some of us you may, bur al/ you ſhall 
not: and the Devil can do as much as this, and 
this is right well in his eyes. Bur can you pull 
the Sun out of Heaven,or tols about the Moun- 
tains ? Neither ſhall your Hell-gates prevail a 
gainſt the Church of Chrift, to chrow it down and 
lay it waſt utterly, which is'builc upon the 
frmeſt Rock, and which that mighty Son of 
man, the Son of God, compaſleth with his 
Arms. For God is ſtronger than the Devil, 
and will ſave his people from that evil Spirits 
rage and yours; otherwiſe he were not what 
aſſaredly he is, a loving and watchtul Father, 
You remember the voice from heaven, * Saxl, 
Saul, why perſecuteft thou me. And you may thence 
oblerve that the troublers of his Church con- 
tend not with frail man only, but with the 

Mighty Jeſus, who can daſh you jnto pieces in 
a moment : And you may conclude from the 
ſame words, that he will not always ſuffer him- 
{elf robe bruiſed and beaten, perſecuted and 
afflicted. And do you not think that we can 
pray to our Father in Heaven, who can ſend 
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us more than twelve legions of Angels, which 
ſhall vanquiſh the Devil and his powers of 
darkneſs, your confederates in your wicked en- 
terpriles? And what ? can we not kill you, as 
well as you kill us? Our ſtrength is as grear as 
yours, bur our will ( thanks be to God ) not {o 
wicked. You cannot fay in Conſcience that 
you fear any ſuch thing from us as we do from 
you, death, and burning, and tortures. And did 
you fear ſo much as loſs of Goods or Impriſon- 
ment? Were you not in quietneſs? Lived you 
not in peace and latety ? Who troubled you ? 
Did you not enjoy as much liberty in the ex- 
erciſe of your Religion as you could in reaſon 
expect ? more [ dare ſay you had than your Re- 
ligion delerves : that is, than your Latin-Ser- 
vice, your Halt-Communion, your denial of 
Marriage to Prieſts, your Maſkes, Indulgences, 
Purgatory, and Papal-Supremacy,your Image- 
worſhip, your Invocation of Saints and Angels, 
your Adoration of Sacramental Bread and 
Wine, and fuch like ſtuff deferves. All which 
is properly your Religion, that which we call Po- 
pery, wherein you differ from us and from the 
truth of che Goſpel. I think you were blind 
and did not underſtand your own happineſs 


( as you eſteem this Liberty to be {o : ) or you 
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were mad and fooliſh and would endeavor to 
deprive your ſelves of it by abuſing your in. 
dulgent friends. Burt God now intends you a 
oreater happinels ; and that is, to ſhame You 
out of your adherence to Rome, and to convert 
you from her corrupt Religion (1 wiſh you 
were ſo wile as toembrace the opportunity and 
good providence : ) when his providence 
namely diſcovers to your face your Popes and 
Prieſts, and other friends unrighreous doings, 
and raiſes up- the {pirits of. all honeſt men a. 
gainſt you for the lame, and lays upon you 
{ome reſtraints and penalties to curb in your 
inſolencies and exorbitant actions, and to le. 
cure us from your Swords and Daggers, your 
Poyſons and Stabs, your Coleman's Contutions, 
your Fauks's Powder, your Iriſh Rebellion, 
your Spaniſp Inquiſition and Invaſion, your 
Paris Maſlacre, your Queen Mary's Faggots, 
and Biſhop Bonney's butchers hands. 

You boaſt of your Loyalty to our preſent Kino 
and his Father.. But what you have done like 
Loyal Subjects, did it proceed out of a Loyal 
Principle, or out of Neceſſity > Was it Faith that 
acted you, or Fate > What you have done well, 
was it not for want of opportunicy to do 


worle, or for want of , a Popes Bull, which to- 
| ] 
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lerates and commands Rebellion ? If Loyalr 
ro an. Heretick Prince ( eſpecially when he is de- 
clared Excommunicate ) be your Conſcience and 
Faith and Principle, then abhor and renounce 
'our Pope and Church which teach you ano- 
ther Leflon. For ſays your * Lateran Council 
under Pope Innocent the Third, thus : Si Domi- 
nus temporalis, requiſitus &: monitus ab Eccleſaa 
terram -ſuam purgare neglexerit ab heretica pravi- 
tate, per Metr apolitanum C cteros comprovincia- 
les Epiſcopos Excommunications vinculo innodetur, 
&. ſt jatisfacere contempſerit infra annum, ſignifice- 
ed "vc [umm pontifici, ut ex tunc ipſe vaſallos ab ejus 
fidelitate denuntiet abſolutos, & 7\terram exponat Ca- 
tholicis occupandam, qui eam extermmatis hereticis 
ſine ulla contradifHione poſſideant. That is, If a Tem- 
poral Lord bemg admoniſhed by the Charch, neoletts 
to purge his Dominion of Hereſte, let him be Excom- 
municated.by the Metr opolitan and the other compro- 
vincial Biſhops, and if he ref uſeth to ſatisfie within a 
ear, let this be ſignified to the Pope, that thence he 
may declare his Subjetts free from Alle _— to him, 
aud expoſe his Dominion to be poſſeſſed by the Catho- 
licks, who expelling the Hereticks may juſtly poſſeſs 
it. And thus thundred Pope Pau! the 'T hird 1n 
his. Bull __ our King Henry. the. Eighth : 


* Cap. lll. 
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* Becauſe be hath caſt off chedience tothe Church, be nile. p.68, 
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is therefore deprived of his Kingdom, and bis fatrtor; 
of all their goods, honors and forties, bis Subjefts 
commanded not to obey him, Foreigners to have no 
Commerce with him, and all to take up Arms againſt 
him and hu People, and to take unto them bis Kiny- 
dom and Fortune for a Prey and Reward, and to keep 
his People in ſervitude, And thus fays Pope Pius 
—» agen the Fifth, in his Bull againſt our Queen El:z4- 
beth : Regnans in excelfis hunc unum ſuper omne; 
entes @ omnia Regna Principem conflitait, qui 
evellat, deſtruat, diſswet, difperdat, plantet & edifi- 
cet. Nilins anForitate ſuffuiti, qui nos in hoc ſupremo 
Fuſtitie T brono voluit collocare, de Apoſtolicx poteſta- 
tis plenitudine, declaramns pradiftam Elizabetham, 
hereticam & hereticorum f autricem, eique adharen- 
tes in preditÞis, anathematys ſententiam incurriſſe : 
Quuimetiam ipſam pr etenſo Repni predifh jure, neenon 
omni & quocunque dominio, dignitate, privilegioque 
privatam ; Et item proceres, ſubditss F popnlos di- 
ai Regni, ac cateros omnes, qui-itl; quomodocunque 
juraverunt, 4 juramentos bujuſmodi, ac omni prorſus 
domini, fidelitatis, & obſequi debito, perpetuo abſo- 
lntos,prout nos illos preſentium auForitate abſolvimus, 
& privamus eandem Elizabetham pretenſo jure Reg- 
ni, altisque omnibus ſupradiftis. Precipmuſque & 
interdicimus univerſis & ſingulis proceribus, fubdi- 
tis, populis, & als predittis, ne ili ejuſve monitis, 
man- 
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mandatis, & legibus audeant obedire. (ui ſecus 
egerint, eos ſimili Anathematis ſententia innodanus. 
1hat is, Chriſt hath wade Peter and his Succeſſor, 
Prince over all Nations and Kingdoms, to pluck up, 
dſtroy, ſcatter, conſume, plant and build. By his 
Authority, who hath placed us jn this ſupreme Throne 
of Juſtice, We out of the plenitude of our Apoſtolick 
power, declare Elizabeth, «5 being an Heretick and 
a favourer of Hereticks, and her Adherents, to have 
incurred the ſentence of Excommunication, and more- 


over to be deprived of ber pretended right to the King- 


dom, and of all Domjnion, Dignity and Priviledge 
whatſoever, and alſo the Nobility, Subjefts and Peo- 
ple of the Kingdom, and all others, who have ſworn 
unto her in any ſort, to be abſolved for ever from the 
ſaid Oath, and from all duty of Dominion, Allegiance 
and Obedience, and by theſe preſents we do abſolve 
them, and deprive E.l1zaberh of ber pretended right 
to the Kingdom, and of all other things before named. 
And we command all the Nobles, Subjeft; and People, 
that they preſume not to obey her, or ber Orders, Man- 
dates and Laws : And theſe that ſhall do the contrary 
we bind with the ſame Anathemg. We ſwear in the 
Oath of Allegiance, to bear true Allegiance to our 
King, and to defend him againſt all Conſþiracies and 
Attempts which ſhall be made againſt by Perſon and 


Crown to the uttermoſt of our Power, and to do our 


beſt 
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beſt endeavour to difcover all treaſons and traiterous 
Conſpiracies which we ſhall know or hear of to be a- 
gainſt bim, And is this an unlawtul Oath ? And 
may we break it ? And can any one abſolve us 
fromit 2? Would you plot Treaſon, and attempt 
the Death of your preſent King and the ruin of 
his. Crown ? And them that:do ſo, will you 
not-diſcloſe, if you know them ? And we that 
have ſworn to diſcloſe ſuch perſons, it we can, 
ought wenot in your judgment ſo todo ? You 
lee what your Pope and Conncil teach you, and 
if Mr. Fowlis's Hiſtory of Remiſh Treaſons, you 
may. {ce an hundred or two hundred more 
: Popes and Doctors of your Church which 
hy teach the ſame traiterous and rebellious Do- 
Erin : but I hope ſome of you are of a better 

* mind. And[dehire youto read again the for- 

mer citations, and then with the words of 

St. Peter and St. Paul, that you may lee how 

contrary to the Apoſtles your men teach you, 

+1P:.xi. 13. For ſays the one Apoſtle thus : ® Submit your 
ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake : 

Whether it be to the King as Supreme, or unto Gover- 

nours. For fo is the will of God, that with wel!-doing 

ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men. Ho- 

nour the King. And ſays the other Apoſtle, 

*xom, xiii, 1, © Let every Soul be ſubjett to the Higher powers. 
Foy 
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For there is no power but of God : the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth 
the power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God : and they 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves dammation. 
Render tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom 
cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour. 
And is this plucking up, deſtroying, ſcattering 
and conſuming ? ls this abſolving lubjects from 
their Allegiance, and commanding them to 
take the Kingdom from their King * ls this de- 
priving Kings and Temporal Lords of their 
Dominions ? And remember that Nero, an 
heathen and monſtrous wicked man, and a 
perlecutor of the Chriſtians, was ar this time 
King of the Roman Empire. And yet ſays the 
Apoſtle Whoſoever reſiſteth the power ( be he Peter 
then, be he Pope ) he ſhall receive to himſelf dam- 
nation, 

Forbear, Bold Actors, for it is not now 
night, that you ſhould play your wicked 
pranks among us and not be dilcerned,. Nor 
are our hearts ſo bad ( though bad enongh) as 
to love, or favour, or comply with your groſs 
errors, idolatrous worſhip, and helliſh practi- 
ces. You and the Devil have too much cor- 
rupted us: but we are not yet corrupt enough 
to joyn lociety with you. You have not yet 
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bored out our eyes, that we cannot look into 
the Bible, nor have you yet burned thoſe $a- 
cred Writings (and I truſt never ſhall do either.) 
Bur if you ſhould, yet can you not extinguiſh 
the light of our Souls, any more than you can 
rake the Holy Spirit from us : and whilſt that 
remains we ſhall abhor your ways. There are 
thouſands in our Land that will not bow down 
ro your Baal; ſo clear is their knowledg, fo 
great their courage, lo ſtrong is their faith, fo 
mighty their zeal] for God, ſo upright are thei 
hearts, ſo good their conſciences : though ſome 
timerous and more ignorant Suuls you may de- 
ceive, and fright into a baſe compliance ; but 
yet neither theſe, by all that you can do, will 
love your Popery. 

Smite us ( if God pleaſc ) and we ſhall abhor 
your Church the more which delights in blood 
and cruelty; and feeling the — 
plagues of your hands, we ſhall more ſenſibly 
know what manner of perſons you are; and 
we will unite together ( who are not yet ſo 
clole and kind among our ſelves as we ſhould 
be ) with one Soul and ſhoulder againſt you, 
Smite us, and we will kiſs the Rod from our 
Heavealy Father's Hand, and will keep bis 
Laws more perfeſtly. Smite us, and we _y 
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be better. And reſolved we are, do ye what 
you can, either tempt or kill, to ſerve the Lord, 
and to lerve him better than we have done; 
not after your manner, with ſhew and pagean- 
try, trifles and empty ſhadows, blind minds 
and ſtupid devotion, in candles, images and 
aonus der's, oil, chrilm and water, beads and 
' <ul crowns : but with hearc and ſoul, pu- 
ried and inlightned, in love, peace and pati- 
ence, in ſobriety, juſtice and mercy. And then [ 
tell you ( what I know will ſound ſtrange in 
your ears) that you are undone, and your Kmg- 
dom's ruin'd. 

Goon in the imaginations of your hearts, 
and fill up the meaſure of your Fathers, and 
then fall and die. For as Baſil taught the Chri- 
ſtians to ſay to their Perſecutors, * 'Eap m2 
19pom, muy tt In-woeede, Tf you ſhall again prevail, you 
ſhall again be overcome. 


THE END. 
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